A HISTORY OF POLAND
sary to free her hands from the war with Turkey, and to
occupy die attention of Austria and Prussia so fully that
she might pursue without disturbance her designs on
Poland.    Prussia's  attitude   to  Poland  had  altered
materially since Frederick William had so thoroughly
committed himself by a defensive alliance.   He had
been disappointed, in the first place, at his Mure to
obtain the cities of Thorn and Danzig.   The prospect
of a combination of the Kingdom of Poland with
Saxony under one ruler was in no way pleasing to him.
On the promulgation of the new Constitution his
counsellors advised him to denounce the treaty, but he
chose to commit himself still more deeply by congratu-
lating Poland on " die firm and decisive conduct of the
Estates, which he regards as best fitted to give a solid
foundation to the government and prosperity of Poland."
Austria had much to gain by the presence of a strong
and verile Poland, acting as a buffer state between her
and the two Great Powers north and east of her. Austria
was, moreover, sympathetic in religion to Poland. The
Emperor Leopold therefore proposed a treaty with
Prussia guaranteeing the integrity of the free Constitution
of Poland.  The two Powers were to ask the Elector to
accept the succession to the throne, and the treaty was
to contain a clause stipulating that no prince of the
' Austrian, Prussian, or Russian royal houses should ever
accept the Polish throne.  The Treaty of Berlin, when
executed by Prussia in 1792, after a conference at Pilnitz
between Leopold and Frederick William, guaranteed,
not the free Constitution, but a free Constitution for
Poland.   Shortly afterwards Leopold died, and was
succeeded by Francis II., and the Elector of Saxony re-
turned an ambiguous and barely satisfactory answer to
the offer of the Polish succession.  And now Catherine
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